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CRACKDOWN ON LANDLORDS WHO 'SIT ON PROPERTY 
 
 
A CRACKDOWN on landlords who leave their properties unoccupied could 
help hundreds of West Kent's poorest people find somewhere to live. 
 
Around 1,400 homes in the area are known to be empty and councils have told 
Focus they now intend to get tough on owners who "sit" on properties to capitalise 
on rising house prices. With new Government legislation at their disposal, local 
authorities can force the sale of a property if it is left empty for longer than six 
months. 
 
Roger Gough, Kent County Council's portfolio holder for regeneration, said the 
crackdown was good news for everyone. "It should mean we can get a lot of 
property that has literally just been sitting there back into circulation. 
It's good for people who are struggling to find somewhere to live, it's good for 
neighbours because houses don't end up falling into disrepair and it's good for 
landlords because they will actually be getting some rent coming in," he told Focus. 
 
Speaking at the launch of the West Kent No Use Empty campaign on Wednesday, 
Andrew Lavender, who led a similar project in East Kent, said properties could be 
left empty for a number of reasons. "You do get some people who take advantage 
of the rising property market by buying homes and just leaving them there for 
capital growth. But they could be making a lot more money by renting them out as 
well. Leaving a property unoccupied actually costs quite a lot of money," he said. 
Other situations, he said, included landlords who could not afford to pay to bring 
their properties up to a rentable standard. "To get round this we are offering 
interest-free loans to landlords of up to £25,000," he explained. However in return 
for a loan, landlords must agree to rent out the property and not simply sell it on. 
 
Mr Lavendar said although the approach towards landlords would initially be 
amicable, if they refused to cooperate local authorities had a number of powers. 
These, he added, included enforcing the sale, issuing an empty dwelling 
management order or a Section 215 notice - carrying out work on a derelict 
property and changing the costs to the landlord. 
 
Councillor Catherine Mayhew from Tunbridge Wells Borough Council said:  
"The No Use Empty initiative has had a great impact in helping bring empty 
properties back into use in neighbouring East Kent and we are confident that it will 
be equally successful in this part of the county too." She added that in addition to 
the county council's loans, Tunbridge Wells Borough Council was offering 
grants of up to £60,000 to landlords to improve their properties, providing they 
were then rented out at an affordable price. 
 
■ For more information visit www.no-use-empty.org

http://www.no-use-empty.org/

