
 

 
 
 
 
GROT SPOT OWNER TOLD: CLEAN IT UP  
  
BY MARY HARRIS 
16 June 2006  
  
The Owner of a grot spot in Tunbridge Wells which was so dilapidated it was dubbed 'Baghdad' by residents has been 
ordered to clean it up by Town Hall chiefs.  
 
The redundant site near the petrol station on Eridge Road was spotlighted by the Royal Tunbridge Wells Town Forum 
as one of the town's worst eyesores. 
 
Residents also claimed it represented the neglect of some commercial and private properties in Tunbridge Wells and 
urged the council to act. 
 
But an informal letter from the environment chief at Tunbridge Wells Borough Council saw supermarket chain Aldi  
take swift action to board up windows, clear fly-tipping and cover up graffiti. 
 
Head of environmental services Gary Stevenson said this week he was pleased with Aldi's swift response but told  
the firm to "keep an eye" on the site. 
 
Gerald Smart, 65, of Nevill Terrace, who lives next door admitted the property had improved but said graffiti had 
reappeared, the gates broken and cars dumped. 
He said: "Tipping will happen again now the gates are unlocked. I think the council is making an effort now, but how far 
they can go I don't know. Something needs to be done to the site and I am starting to get really annoyed." 
 
Mr Stevenson said officers had again visited the site and Aldi was liable to clear fly-tipping. 
He added: "We have said Aldi needs to make sure it is secure because it is a risk and keep a regular check on it.  
One of the effective ways to keep on top of graffiti is to remove it quickly. We will also be liaising with the local beat 
officer and seeking any intelligence from people living in the area about people causing criminal damage. 
"They can report it to the police office, Crimestoppers or the borough council." 
 
Since last year a clean-up campaign has been pushed to the fore by MP Greg Clark, the Royal Tunbridge Wells Civic 
Society and Town Forum with Daniel Bech, a member of both societies, presenting slide shows of offending sites at 
the Town Hall. 
 
His portfolio includes the Greyhound Pub on Grosvenor Road on which a Section 215 under the Town and Country 
Planning Act was served. 
 
The town forum labelled them the "Top 10 Grot Spots" for action by the council. 
 
Mr Stevenson said no planning application for the Aldi site was under consideration. 
He added the council had written to the owners of other eyesores in Tunbridge Wells, including a private house in 
Warwick Park and again, the Greyhound, asking what their future intentions were for the properties. 
 
Council portfolio holder for environment councillor John Cunningham said: "This is not the only site that is being 
watched regularly and these will not be the last owners to be approached by the council." 
 
Calls to Crimestoppers on 0800 555111, are free and confidential and the caller does not need to give their name. 
 


