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COMPANY MUST CLEAR EYESORE 
Date : 11.11.05 

Prosecution if graffiti is not removed from derelict pub site 
 
The Pub company which owns one of Tunbridge Wells' most 
infamous eyesores has been threatened with prosecution.  
 
The Greyhound Pub in Upper Grosvenor Road was set ablaze 
in 2003 after six drums of petrol were ignited in the bar. 
 
Since then the pub has lain derelict and boarded up, daubed with graffiti and used as an 
unofficial car lot. 
 
Punch Taverns has been warned by Tunbridge Wells Borough Council to clean the graffiti 
from the walls, security shutters and hoardings. 
 
The pub which is painted bright blue, is a bugbear of neighbours with one describing it as "a 
building on an inner city London council estate". 
 
After a site visit by the council in March, a letter giving the owners 28 days to take action 
was followed by the serving of an enforcement notice in August. 
 
This was not fully complied with and the council has fired off the letter warning of 
prosecution. 
 
If this work is not carried out, the authority could serve a Section 215 under the Town and 
Country Planning Act, said council spokesman Rob Quinnell. 
 
This would see Punch Taverns faced with court action and if upheld, the order could result 
in fines of £100 per day until the property was cleared. 
 
Mr Quinnell said: "It is a prominent site and the condition is affecting the amenity of the 
area." 
 
The notorious site featured on a "spot the grot trail" documented by Royal Tunbridge Well 
Civic Society and Town Forum member Daniel Bech, who is campaigning for wider use of 
legislation against landowners. 
 
He said: "I do believe if you enforce and win your case, then you have tested it. People will 
know it can be enforced. 
 
"The Greyhound Pub is a prime example; if in a couple of months' time it changes then the 
next person will see what the powers mean."

 



 
Council chief executive Sheila Wheeler said the council was implementing a "wide ranging 
clean neighbourhoods initiative" which would tackle properties having a negative impact on 
surroundings. It will [also] increase our ability to deal with graffiti, fly posting and litter. 
 
"We have three new street scene enforcement officers, a new graffiti hit squad and all our 
services will be working together to make the best use of the powers that are available to the 
council, including Section 215 and fixed penalty notices. With this new approach we aim to 
cut the time it takes to respond to reports of eyesores." 
 
Tunbridge Wells MP Greg Clark visited the site on Friday, and described such buildings as 
"a disgrace to a town as beautiful as Tunbridge Wells". 
 
He said: "Not only do they offend the eye, they lead to crime. Graffiti attracts more graffiti, 
as well as fly-tipping." 
 
A Punch Taverns spokesman said: "We have given instruction for the site to be cleared. 
This will include the removal of graffiti, plus any litter and weeds surrounding the premises. 
We are still reviewing our future plans for the Greyhound." 
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