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Ideas for transforming one of the town's worst "grot spots" are being sought in a competition to design 
a new scheme for the dilapidated former cinema site in Tunbridge Wells town centre. 
 
Set up by the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) in partnership with Tunbridge Wells Borough 
Council, the Cinema Design Competition will invite six architectural practices to submit ideas for  
the controversial site. 
 
Mystery surrounds the identity of the Irish businessman who bought the prime site earlier this year, 
and he has given no indications of his plans for the area, which has planning permission for a mixed 
use development. However the borough council confirmed that one of his representatives will be 
involved in the competition. 
 
Daniel Bech of Tunbridge Wells Town Forum, who has campaigned for many months for town centre 
improvements, said he welcomed the idea of a competition to bring in fresh ideas. "It is brilliant.  
Our feeling in any case is that the cinema should be demolished because it is an eyesore and  
a health hazard, and if nothing better can be designed, then it should become an open green space.  
But if architects can come up with a really innovative way of using the space, so much the better.”   
He added: "This is a key site, right opposite the town hall, and it is so important that we get it right." 
 
RIBA South East director Helen Wren was not prepared to discuss any further details of the 
competition yesterday (Thursday 6 December 2007), but said all would be revealed next week.  
She added: "We are very happy to be involved in such an exciting project for the town." 
 
The borough council has stressed that it wants to work closely with the reclusive new owner. 
 
Many of the shops surrounding the cinema, which was badly damaged by a fire two years ago,  
have closed down and remain derelict. 


