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EYESORE LIST IS PASSED ON TO TOWN HALL
Date : 02.12.05 

A List of the "top 10 eyesores of Tunbridge Wells" has been passed to the Town Hall for 
action.  
 
A campaign to see scruffy sites cleaned up across the town launched by resident Daniel 
Bech was applauded at the meeting of the fledgling Royal Tunbridge Wells Town Forum. 
 
Mr Bech, a forum and Civic Society member, documented his "spot the grot trail" in 
hundreds of photographs in a bid to highlight the issue to the public and Tunbridge Wells 
Borough Council. 
 
The council asked Mr Bech and the forum's focus group called Brighten Up Tunbridge 
Wells to identify what sites it believed were priorities for action. 
 
At Tuesday night's forum meeting Mr Bech presented the chosen sites, which included the 
rail station, former ABC cinema site, an empty house in Warwick Park and the area behind 
the Old West Station. 
 
Standing in front of the images on the projector, Mr Bech joked the chosen 10 sites were the
"Baftas of grottiness". 
 
He talked the 30 people present through the areas, picking out historical aspects which had 
fallen in to disrepair, dumped rubbish, graffiti and dilapidated buildings. 
 
Afterwards Cllr Roy Bullock explained how during the past five years the council had 
progressed action on some 60 listed buildings "at risk" across the borough by working with 
owners through a grant scheme. A new survey of further buildings had now been created for
action, he said. 
 
The forum was told by council head of environmental services Gary Stevenson a Section 
215 had already been served successfully on The Greyhound Pub in Upper Grosvenor Road 
in relation to graffiti. 
 
He told the forum he was "keen to work with you to tackle these problems" and also wanted 
to see the town improve for 2006. He said his own slideshow had shown "areas where I felt 
we were letting ourselves down". 
 
Forum chairman Matt Goodwin asked Mr Stevenson for subsequent feedback on how the 
forum could help the council in its clean up initiative and an update on progress on the Top 
10 eyesores. 
 
But he urged him: "You and the council do need to make a fuss about the work you are 
already doing." 
 



Mr Stevenson said after the meeting the council "welcomed the presentation" and added: 
"As part of our Cleaner Neighbourhoods initiative we will be taking a co-ordinated 
approach across the borough to tackle the issues raised where we can use the various powers
available to the council in relation to listed buildings and conservation areas, planning 
(section 215), empty residential properties and environmental services." 
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